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TO TOUR INDIA, PAKISTAN, NEPAL AND IRAN: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 


Study by Anthony Buckley. 
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HOST TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN: MR. NEHRU, PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA. 


Photograph by Katherine Young. 
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DEAD FOR 160 MILLION YEARS: FOSSILISED TREES IN THE PETRIFIED FORESTS OF ARIZONA, 
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ONCE A HAPPY HUNTING GROUND OF COMMERCIAL JEWELLERS, OWING TO THE QUANTITIES 


OF AMETHYSTS AND AGATES IN THE MINERALISED WOOD, NOW PRESERVED AND PART OF A 85,304-ACRE NATIONAL MONUMENT 
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LIVING PERHAPS SINCE BEFORE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST: THE HUGE TRUNK OF A GIANT REDWOOD IN THE SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, CALIFORNIA 


FOSSILS, PETRIFIED AND LIVING: PETRIFIED TREES AND ANCIENT REDWOODS IN ARIZONA AND CALIFORNIA. 


Even the meanest fossil, with its hundreds of thousands of years of survival, 
stirs the imagination; and perhaps even more so those forms of life which we 
term “ living fossils ’’—-types of plant and animal which have survived 
without change from times when the fossil measures were being laid down. 
Here we show both kinds—petrified tree trunks from Arizona, a living 
Sequoia gigantea from California. The fossil trees were conifers of the 
**monkey puzzle’’ type. They fell some 160,000,000 years ago and were 
washed down into the plain and buried in mud and silt. These plains were 


later lifted, became arid and eroded and the completely mineralised trunks, 
brilliantly coloured with amethyst and agate predominating, were revealed 
once more. The sequoias are of fabulous antiquity as living things. The 
oldest living tree, called ‘‘ General Sherman ”’ is probably some 4000 years 
old. The Giant Redwoods not only provide the world’s oldest but also 
the world’s largest trees; but the title of the tallest (368 ft.) is won 
by the related species Sequoia sempervirens, the Coast Redwood, also in 
California. (From colour photographs by Armorel C. Garrett. 
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PETRIFIED POOLS FORMED IN A LIMESTONE CASCADE AT HIERAPOLIS. WATER IS STILL 
FLOWING IN THE FOREGROUND AND ANOTHER POOL IS FORMING. 
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PETRIFIED WATER: A GIANT CASCADE FORMED BY LIMESTONE DEPOSITS BETWEEN A 
SERIES OF LARGE MOLAR-SHAPED FORMATIONS. 





GIANT MOLARS AT HIERAPOLIS FORMED BY THE CONSTANT OVERFLOWING OF WARM WATER DEPOSITING A LAYER OF CALCIUM SALTS 


‘* FOSSIL FOUNTAINS ’’—PETRIFIED WATER IN AN ANCIENT TURKISH CITY: THE LIMESTONE CASCADES OF HIERAPOLIS. 


The ruins of the city of Hierapolis stand to the north-east of the town of 
Denizli in south-west Turkey, overlooking the valley of the river Lycus. 
These ruins, which are of Phrygian, Roman and Christian origin, stand 
embedded in a mile-long terrace of white limestone, parts of which are shown 
here. Looking like a petrified Niagara, Hierapolis is one of the strangest 
places in the world. Because of its deep pool which possessed medicinal 
qualities and which could turn objects to stone, Hierapolis became a place 
of religious significance. The Phrygians made it a centre of the cult of 
Kydrara and the Romans later converted this to a cult of Leto. They built 


a large range of baths, diverting the waters to a spa. The remains of these 
now stand amongst the even more remarkable creations of nature. A great 
‘ waterfall,’’ which looks like ice, has been built up over centuries on a wide 
terrace. As it flows down, the water first builds up a pool, pushing out the 
sides in the shape of a water-lily leaf and then it overflows and forms another 
pool. The peasants nearby train the water round their fields where it builds 
up natural walls and they also use it to fix the dyes in their textiles. The 
pool from which the water flows is surrounded by ruins and oleander trees. 
Above it rise the remains of a Roman theatre. 


Colour photographs by James Taylor. 





